Oberonia acaulis Griff. var. latipetala Chowlu, Nanda & Nageswara Rao var. nov. (Fig. 1) . Diagnosis: Oberonia acaulis var. latipetala is more allied to Oberonia acaulis but differs in having longer inflorescence, broader and not reflexed petals whereas in Oberonia acaulis inflorescence is only up to 9 cm long, petals narrow-oblong and reflexed. Further, the present new variety flowers during June to July, while the variety flowers during October to November.
Type: India. Manipur, Senapati District, Hengbung, 25°25.40' N and 94°13.47' E, 1298 m, 20 June 2012, Chowlu 00368 (Holotype. COGCEHR herbarium) .
Stem 3-7 mm long, tufted, enveloped by leaf base. Leaves 8-20 × 0.3-0.7 cm, jointed, ensiform, acuminate, slightly falcate, very unequal in size. Inflorescence 20-30 cm long, slender, much decurved; peduncle 1.5-2.0 cm long, terete, naked; rachis 18.5-28.0 cm long, with many flowers in whorls; pedicellate ovary 1.0-1.7 mm long, green; floral bract 2.2-2.7 × 0.5-0.7 mm, lanceolate, acuminate, margin erose, yellowish-green. Flowers 1.5-1.7 mm across, green. Sepals subequal; dorsal sepal 1.1-1.3 × 0.7-0.9 mm, lanceolate-elliptic, obtuse; lateral sepals 1.2-1.4 × 0.7-0.9 mm, lanceolate-elliptic, acute. Petals 1.1-1.3 × 0.9-1.1 mm, subacute, green with glandular dots, slightly serrate at margin. Lip 1.2-1.3 × 1.0 mm, green, 3-lobed; lateral lobes 0.3-0.4 × 0.3 mm, rectangular, truncate; mid lobe c. 0.6 mm long, divided into two lobules separated by a sinus in the middle. Anther cap c. 0.25 × 0.20 mm, creamy, 2-chambered. Pollinia c. 0.15 mm long, yellow, subglobose.
Flowering: June -July. Habitat: The present new variety is found on moss covered tress branches in subtropical forest, at 1298 m in association with other orchids and fern species.
Etymology: The varietal epithet indicates the species unique character broad petals. 
